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CATALONIA, BARCELONA 
AND THE OLYMPIC GAMES 
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DIAGONAL AREA 
FROM THE VERY FIRST MOMENT, THE OLYMPIC PROJECT 
HAS BEEN APPROACHED WITH A MUCH BROADER 
TERRITORIAL OUTLOOK THAN THAT OF THE ACTUAL 
MUNICIPAL LIMITS. OTHER PLACES IN CATALONIA,  LONG 
WAY FROM THE METROPOLITAN CITY, WILL BE THE 
SETTING FOR SOME OF THE OLYMPIC COMPETITIONS. 
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atalonia, the country of the 
Games. 
Confidence in the city, in urban 
civilization, in local organisational and 
economic capacity, is  probably one of 
the Olympic movement's wisest criteria, 
and, at the sarne time, the secret behind 
its vitality. 
Even so, the growing scale of the events 
Games, since 85% of the events will 
take place in the four Olympic areas 
situated within a maxirnurn radius of 5 
km frorn the city centre. 
It's evident that the Barcelona Olympic 
Garnes have not forced a metropolitan 
policy, since rnost of the work has been 
concentrated on reclassifying the four 
making up ;he  ames called for a 
broad conception of the idea of the 
city. The size and characteristics of 
many cities, especially in Europe, make 
it virtually impossible to have al1 the 
venues required for the Olympic Games 
within the often excessively restrictive 
limits of the administrative definition of 
the city. For this reason, a certain de- 
centralization is accepted in the compe- 
titions and Olympic venues. 
The Los Angeles Games, in 1984, had 
the most disperse organisation, with ve- 
nues scattered over a radius of almost 
100 km. On the other hand, the case of 
Barcelona is one of the most concentra- 
central areas. However, it is also worth 
pointing out that from the very begin- 
ning the Olympic Project has been ap- 
proached with a much broader territo- 
rial outlook than that of the actual city 
lirnits, with the clear intention of contri- 
buting to the reurbanization of other 
cities in Barcelona's rnetropolitan area. 
We covld, for example, mention the 
creation of facilities on a rnetropolitan 
level, such as the Castelldefels ca- 
noeing canal, located at one end of the 
Gran Via -a central metropolitan 
street- and the large basketball palace 
in Badalona, standing at the other end, 
or else the baseball stadium in L'Hospi- 
talet, on the sarne thoroughfare but oc- 
cupying a more central position. The 
new hockey cornplex in Terrassa 
-reached via the Vallvidrera tunnel in 
less than a quarter of an hour- or the 
Creu Alta stadiurn in Sabadell, which 
will be used for the football tournament, 
are other venues it is  hoped will show 
the polycentric nature of the rnetropoli- 
ted in the recent history of the Olympic THE OLYMPIC VILLAGE tan are;. Within this same arc of lQrge 
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towns some 30 km from Barcelona we 
also have to include Granollers, where 
the handball tournament will take place, 
and Mataró, the starting point for the 
marathon that will close the Games. 
We must remember, though, that other 
places in Catalonia, a long way from 
the metropolitan city, will also be the 
venue for some of the Olympic events, 
competitions that are incompatible with 
an urban scenario, as they need a natu- 
ral setting with very specific conditions. I 
d'Anoia, Reus and Vic, where the roller 
hockey tournament will be held, one of 
the demonstration sports at the 1992 
Olympic Games. 
Barcelona, the city of the Garnes. 
As from 1992, Barcelona will be known 
the world over as one of the nineteen 
cities that have hosted the Olympic 
Games. It will be the twelfth European 
city, alongside Paris, London, Rome, 
Stockholm, Berlin, Moscow, Munich, 
Helsinki, Amsterdam, Antwerp and 
Athens. 
From the beginning of the Olympic pro- 
iect in 198 1, the idea of the vertebra- 
tion of the city has been fundamental in 
a large part of the decisions and initiati- 
ves in the urban transformation. Olym- 
pic interventions do not explain al1 the 
changes that have taken place, though 
they do account for their nature and 
structure. The idea of the four larne 
mean, basically, the white-water sla- -. Olympic areas has, since 1982, m a i -  
lom, which will be held in the Parc del --m tained a dominant presence in most of 
Segre, in Seu d'urgell, and the rowing 
events, which will take place on the lake 
at Banyoles. Similarly, an outstandingly 
beautiful spot -between the towns of 
Aiguafreda and El  Brull- has been cho- 
sen as the setting for some of the riding 
events. On the outskirts of Mollet, a 
new sports complex has beeen built, 
where the Olympic shooting events will 
be held, offering excellent technical and 
economic conditions, as well as security 
and accessibility. 
Finally, the wish for a greater territorial 
presence of Catalonia in the Games will 
be satisfied by the sites at Sant Sadurni VALLVIDRERA TUNNELS 
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the operations undertaken, providing 
both the basic geometry and the energy 
and enthusiasm needed to carry out ur- 
ban processes that are normally much 
slower. 
In fact, the four large Olympic areas 
located on the four axes of a large 
urban rectangle, which takes shape as 
Barcelona's central space, are the most 
significant elements of Barcelona's new 
formal definition. 
The aperture to the sea and the course 
of the new marine fasade is undoub- 
tedly the most irnportant urban transfor- 
mation to take place since what is 
PAiACE OF SPORTS IN BADALONA 
known as the "Pla Cerda", the plan for 
the reformation and enlargement of the 
city, begun in 1859. Parallel to this, 
though less spectacular, is  the construc- 
tion of the mountain facade, laying 
down the limits between the built-up 
area and Tibidabo, metropolitan Barce- 
lona's great central park. 
The new geometry of this central space 
is  now defined by the axis linking Mont- 
juic to the Avinguda Diagonal area via 
Carrer Tarragona and Carrer Numan- 
cia, and continuing via the Vallvidrera 
tunnel to connect with Sant Cugat, Rubí 
and Terrassa. To the east, another con- 
necting line can be made out, perpendi- 
cular to the sea, between the Olympic 
Village and the Vall dlHebron area, via 
the Passeig de Carles 1, on one side, 
and the Rovira tunnel, on the other. 
We must also remember that a whole 
series of changes have also been trig- 
gered off that have no direct relation to 
the Olympic project and that have lar- 
gely been a result of private and, in 
some cases, public initiative, confirming 
the enormous vitality and potential of 
this central soace. This vitality is expres- 
sed in the cieation of new -hotel; and SEU D-URGELL 
restaurants, commercial areas, offices 
and service centres, art galleries, sport 
and leisure areas, encouraging the re- 
habilitation of buildings and the reno- 
vation of fagades and, at the same time, 
boosting the creation of special cultural 
facilities like the National Theatre and 
the Auditorium. 
This also makes it possible to initiate a 
housing policy based not on the 
increase of land for new development 
but on reinsertion or reimplantation in 
the already existing fabric. Add to this 
the technological aspects and the mo- 
dernization of the information and com- 
munications networks and we get an 
idea of the potentiation of the central 
activity which, when al1 is  said and 
done, is  to allow the projection of 
Barcelona abroad. 
It may be that we are still not able to 
grasp the quantitative and qualitative di- 
mension of the change taking place in 
this central space. The Olympic energy 
has condensed and compressed invest- 
ments that, quite possibly, would have 
come about during the next twenty or 
thirty years. In addition, the speed of 
the transformation makes it difficult to 
assimilate its true significance. At the 
end of the last century, it was also diffi- 
cult to imagine the transformation that 
would result from the demolition of the 
city walls and the urbanizing process 
initiated by the Pla Cerda. 
Barcelona is fulfilliny its role as capital 
over a 300 km radius and is becoming 
the focal point for important economic 
and cultural events that confirm it as 
one of the great European cities. 
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